This book addresses itself to the socalled "general readers." It is the first book of the author and written with tender, loving care. The text is easy to comprehend, factual, and correct in what it says. The author is a researcher and reporter for Life Magazine and well versed in the subject matter. She is also the mother of two children.
What makes the book an especially good one are the more than 100 photographs depicting the intricate phases of human embryology from its very first beginning, showing a photograph of a 35-hour-old fertilized egg. The selected photographs are based mainly on the work of Landrum B. Shettles from Columbia University, the Carnegie Institution of Washington, and many others.
The opening chapters, "The First Day" and "The First Week," deserve reprinting in high school and college textbooks. There is a short historical review of the development of embryology, and the author is quite emphatic about "The Alleged Ills" and "The Alleged Tales" of human embryos, which she refutes.
The absence of an index is regret- DNA is a short illustrated introduction to present knowledge of deoxyribonucleic acid. It is replete with illustrations and diagrams which would be of interest to readers ranging from adults interested in a quick orientation to the many school children invited to submit science projects. For the latter it is an excellent "do-it-yourself" guide. This is a potpourri of viewpoints about developing "metroplexes." While not affording ultimate enlightenment, certain chapters do describe the large number of complex parameters within which health services must operate; however, health services as such are ignored by the various treatises. FEBRUARY, 1963 
